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April 24, 2020 The 2020-2021 school year will be the beginning of a great new adventure for LR 
Southwest Magnet High School! This week the EAST Initiative named LR Southwest Magnet High 
School a recipient of the 2019-2020 Arkansas Department of Education EAST Grant. As one of the 
14 recipients in Arkansas chosen to join the EAST network, students at LR Southwest Magnet High 
School are looking forward to real-world learning experiences through the EAST environment and they 
are eager to inspire change in our school and community.  
  
"These unique EAST environments represent education accelerated by service and technology. Through 
EAST, schools and communities of all sizes are transformed by student-led, community-minded learning," 
said Matt Dozier, President and CEO of EAST.  "We are very excited to welcome all of our new programs. 
Some are located in districts with existing ties to EAST, while others are starting their EAST journey for 
the first time," said Dozier. "We are extremely thankful for the support of the Office of Governor Asa 
Hutchinson, the Arkansas Legislature, the Arkansas Department of Education and the Division of 
Elementary and Secondary Education for making it possible to provide the opportunities that EAST 
represents for students at these schools." 
 
“The Little Rock School District and EAST have enjoyed a long, successful partnership, with students 

being the chief beneficiaries. As principal at LR Southwest Magnet High School, I value the expertise 

offered by EAST and the role it will play in enhancing educational opportunities at our campus.  I look 

forward to continuing to build on that partnership,” said Marvin Burton. 

  
About EAST 
EAST is education accelerated by service and technology. EAST inspires change. Through EAST, 
students are empowered with technology, by encouraging critical thinking and creative problem-solving 
and by engaging them in positive, real-world experiences. EAST advocates lifelong learning and 
community service so that participants can become positive agents of change to improve the world 
around them. A nonprofit organization headquartered in Little Rock, EAST currently serves more than 260 
schools in four states. Additionally, EAST offers training to students and professional development for 
EAST educators and all classroom teachers, regardless of subject area or grade level. To learn more 
about EAST, visit www.EASTinitiative.org. 
 
About LR Southwest Magnet High School 
LR Southwest Magnet High School will be a state-of-the-art high school campus covering 400,000 square feet of 
academic and athletic space and is slated to open in the fall of 2020, with a population of about 2000 students 
combined from JA Fair and McClellan High Schools.  This will be the district’s first high school to be built in over 50 
years, and will be the new flagship high school for the state’s capitol city. The school will offer four Academic 
Pathways for students to choose specific career areas to study while in high school. The academies will provide 
students the opportunity to focus on a particular career and include an array of experiential learning opportunities. 
Visit https://tinyurl.com/LRSouthwestHigh for more information.  
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